
7 Tips To Help You Cut The Cost Of 
Moving House  

Moving to a new home is a big deal, and so are the expenses if you’re not careful to cut costs 
wherever you can. In this blog, we provide seven top tips that will help you spend where you need 
to, save where you can, and budget to avoid any nasty surprises. 

  

1. Make sure the seller has made the 
repairs they’re responsible for 
  

You’ve found your dream home and had it checked by a home inspector. Top of the list of concerns 
are repairs that must be carried out before a mortgage lender will agree to finance your home 
purchase. These usually include structural defects, building code violations, or safety issues. If any 
of these issues have been picked up during a home inspection, the seller is usually responsible for 
carrying out these repairs. 

  

Keep in mind that you do have a choice here. If the seller has cash flow problems that could hold up 
the repairs, you are fully within your rights to negotiate a repair credit. This means that the seller can 
deduct the price of the repairs from the selling price of the house. You will have to commit to 
overseeing the repairs yourself, but if you need to secure the sale and move into your house quickly, 
this might be the best option for you. 

  

Repairs that need to be made as a result of wear and tear are typically for the buyer’s account, but 
check your local ordinances because there are many gray areas between repairs that are 
compulsory and those that are negotiable. 

 

 

  



2. Be guided by a moving budget 
  

Now that you’ve sorted out the repairs to your new home and your mortgage lender has released 
funds, your next step should be to create a budget, detailing every expense involved in moving 
house. 

  

Your budget plan should be as exact as possible. Be sure to include what it will cost you to move 
and the expense involved in getting your new home up and running. Many people forget that moving 
house means more than providing for packing and furniture removal. You may need to include 
getting your new home’s energy and heating up to scratch and ensuring that you have the right 
security features in place. 

  

3. Contract a moving company or do it 
yourself 
  

Moving your household from one home to another is usually your biggest expense, and can also be 
your best opportunity to save money. 

  

You essentially have four options at this point: 

● Hire an expensive bells-and-whistles, all-inclusive moving company that will cost you, but 
will take the hassle out of moving by taking care of all your packing and the protective 
covering of your furniture. 

● Contract a small, local moving company that offers value in terms of moving fees but will 
leave the packing and protective coverings up to you.  

● You could rent a truck—a cheaper option than hiring a moving company, but your 
savings may dwindle if you have to take out extra insurance or hire additional equipment 
like hoists and trolleys, to help with the move.  

● Do it yourself if you don’t have much to move and you have the appropriate vehicle and 
muscle.  

If you’re going the moving company route, compare quotes before making a decision. It’s usually a 
safer bet to get a company representative to visit your home to give an accurate quote. You can also 
save by negotiating a reduced rate if you have the option of moving outside peak moving times. 
Since most people move around month-end, this is usually the second or third week of the month. 

  



Always check that your household goods are insured in transit. 

  

4. Don’t move items you won’t need again 
  

Moving companies tend to charge according to the size, distance, and difficulty of a move. So the 
fewer goods you have to move, the less you’ll be charged. 

  

This is also a good opportunity to get rid of those items and appliances you no longer use or have 
stored in the basement. Many charities will collect these items for sale in their shops, and you have 
the added bonus of knowing your old furniture is helping a good cause. 

  

If you’re going to redecorate, plan to have new household items delivered to your new home. This 
will cut out the expense of having to pay to have them moved. Many furniture stores offer free 
delivery if your order exceeds a certain amount. 

  

5. Are any of your moving expenses 
deductible? 
  

You might be able to claim moving expenses on your tax return if you meet the Internal Revenue 
Service’s (IRS) criteria of : your move is related to a new job location, and you meet distance and 
time tests. 

  

6. Ensure your home is energy-efficient 
  

Making sure your home is energy-efficient at the outset, will immediately save you money, and in the 
years to come. 

  

Your energy efficiency checklist should include: 

● Air-seal your home by checking doorways, windows, vents, and electric sockets that may 
be letting in hot air in the summer months or leaking heat in winter. Caulking and 

https://www.irs.gov/publications/p521
https://energy.gov/energysaver/weatherize/air-sealing-your-home/weatherstripping


weatherstripping are relatively easy to do with a bit of guidance. All your vents should be 
dust-free and clear of obstructions. 

● Choose energy-efficient appliances for your home.  
● Install LED or CFL light bulbs. 
● Ensure you have no toilet or under-sink leaks. 
● Set up clothes racks in a part of the house that is light and well ventilated to save on 

drying costs. 
● Change all air filters.  
● Install a programmable thermostat.  
● Wrap exposed water pipes with insulation and cover your geyser with a hot water 

blanket. You can also lower the temperature of your geyser. 
● Check that your attic is well insulated. 

  

7. Security concerns 
  

Don’t forget to change the locks on your new home. You can do this yourself if you’re handy, or get a 
local handyman to help. It’s impossible to know how many original keys are still floating around. 
Knowing you and your loved ones have the only keys to your house will give you peace of mind. 

  

Moving to a new home, whether it’s your first home, or you’re up-selling or downsizing, the 
experience should always be a positive one. So take some time to find a mortgage lender who will 
work hard to deliver a high quality and personable loan experience for you. 
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